Colonn’eh ~ Raven ; Cherokee Citizen & Son,
General, Representative, & President of Texas, Governor & Senator of Tennessee &
Texas’

General Sam Houston, while President of the Republic,
did all in bis powsr to allay the growing excitemont and
preserve peace.  Having spent his early bovhood in the
mountaing of Tenuesses, in close proximity te the Chero-
kees, and, previous to his comiuvg to Texas, having lived
among them for four years, hue was familiar with their
character and customs, and in addition to this, boing very
popular with this tribs, he necessarily exercised great in-
fluenee over hem. This being genurally kaown, cavsed
many to suspeel that General Houston had delaved in talk-
MR any deciiive sleps against the Cherskers because he
Was more favorably Inclined %o them than o his own peo-
plq. ) “Indeed,” says 2o old Texan, “so strongly was this
opimion entertainged al the time by many of the Texans, that
nothing but General Honaton's great personal populaciiy
conld .lmve sustained bim in the almost noutral position he
occupled m regard 1o the troubles then oxisting between
his quondam friends, the Charoleses, and their white neighe
bors.” However this may be, 3t is evident that bo pat-
urally folt kmdly towards thom, and was anxisus {0 preserve
Peaco belwoen them and the Texans. Moreover, Houston
Was aware thas iz,_ frequently bappened that lawless whiles
:13:03 the bgrdef, n somo insln.ncesi were to blame for the

trages connnitted by the Indians in a spirit of retalintion,



