
Tsalagiyi Nvdagi 
Quarterly Meeting 
January 18, 2020 

 
 
Location: Tiger Cafe meeting room in Troup Texas. 
 
Present: Ugu Ron Black Eagle Trussell, Linda Bear Heart Trussell, Deputy Chief       
                Laughing Bear Stephenson, Central District Chief Kassa Eagle Wolf 
                Willingham, Arlie Path Maker and Sharon Bice, Jack and Brenda Nature  
                Woman Sheridan, Sharon Cloud Panther and Mike Carter 
 
The meeting was opened in prayer for our meeting and our people. A letter from Southern District 
Chief John Big Sky Garcia was read telling of what was going on in his district, that his District Deputy 
Chief was recovering from surgery, and his support of proposal to join the National Congress of 
American Indians. 
 
Central District Chief Kassa Eagle Wolf Willingham was in possession of all proxy votes. At Large 
District Chief Bill Crazy Bear Hoff had made the proposal to join the National Congress of American 
Indians and himself become a representative for the tribe. 
 
With the motion made by At Large District Chief Hoff and seconded by Southern District Chief Garcia 
discussions on the motion was opened. Central District Chief Willingham was unsure based on not 
knowing of how it may benefit the tribe. Brenda Nature Woman said that might be a path to our 
recognition. Sharon Evening Deer Carter said it might give us more of a voice. Central District Chief 
Willingham held all of the proxies. A vote was taken for the positive. Central District Chief Willingham 
made a motion to appoint At Large District Chief Bill Hoff as a delegate to the National Congress of 
American Indians. Motion passed. 
 
Ugu Trussell, with council’s approval, the tribe will join the National Congress of American Indians for 
a one year test with At Large District Chief Bill Crazy Bear Hoff as delegate. The cost for an individual 
membership is $50.00, being paid for by Chief Hoff. The tribal cost is $150.00, Chief Hoff offered half 
of tribal payment, Ramona Yellow Buffalo Calf Woman sent $50.00 for a portion of the tribal payment, 
the tribe will pick up the remainder of the cost. 
 
Two Scholarships were given out this year; more awards are to be given out in August. All District 
Chiefs are encouraged to check with their members. 
 
Regarding land purchase of the property adjoining to the Land of Spirits. In September a separate land 
appraisal was made assessing the property at $31,000 rather than the $45,000 the county had assessed. 
An offer was made but the owners wanted more, so it was decided to let the offer lay for a bit to see if 
they would have a change of heart. We will be checking with the water company out of ARP to see if 
they are accepting new customers. 
 
We are waiting on the Governor’s office to set the date where we can meet. It will be on a Tuesday 
through Thursday at approximately 2:00p.m. 
 



If anyone wishes to run for office, we need to know before the April meeting, ballots will go out after 
the meeting. 
National Deputy Chief 
Central District 
Eastern US District 
Pacific Northwest District 
 
With the upcoming census and the new ways of it being taken, all members are encouraged to 
participate, claiming native heritage. This can be done on line, by phone, or by paper. This will be an 
official government document which will be published in 70 years, and can serve future generations in 
establishing native heritage. 
 
On the discussion on our new website which is in development, some have previewed what has been 
done and what changes might be recommended. Items discussed were the rearrangement of items from 
the old page, no tribal application on the site, correcting information at Texas Cherokees.com, 
Correcting contact information, Contacts for Officers is up to chiefs and what information they want 
out on the web, adding pages for the Women’s Warrior Society, The Warrior Society for Men, cultural 
pages, traditional recipe pages, healthy plants with their preparation and usage, traditional skills interest 
pages, etc. Any members with ideas are asked to contact Chief Hoff. 
 
There was a discussion about what to keep in regards to Chief Hicks information on the old web page 
in regard to the new. Keep all the information to the Cherokee, let the rest fade, keep the stories from 
the red book, and the fact that he was recognized on the House floor of the Texas Senate. Ugu will 
contact all District Chiefs to receive their idea on this subject. 
 
Sharon Evening Deer Carter, Brenda Nature Woman Sheridan, and Treaty District Chief Jennifer Forest 
wish to try and set up a schedule for the gathering in October. 
 
Pacific Northwest Chief Chet McVay’s wife is having medical issues. Treaty District Chief Jennifer 
Forest was ill at the time of our meeting. Remember all when lifting up prayers, smoke, water, etc. for 
our people, our tribe, and all worries for our districts.  
 
Our next meeting will be on April 18th, 2020, on the Land of the Spirits, weather permitting.  
 


